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REMARKS 

Claims 2-4 and 1 1-15 are pending in this application. Claims 14 and 15 
newly-panted and claims 2^4 and 11-13 have been rejected. Claims 2-4, 1 4 and 1 5 are 
independent. 

ft wffl be appreciated tta reclaims H and 15 provide tha, .he first opemng is 
formed in apar, of*, flexible bag portion and the second opening is formed in a por, attached 

opening in the port. 

The Rejections Under 
35 U.S.C. § 1H?f«.) 

Claims 2 and 1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) a S being anticipated 

submits the following arguments in support thereof. 

As set out in claim 2, the present invention is directed to a method of refilling a 
spent ink bag for use in an ink jet recorder. TMs m^i^j^'p,^^^^^. 
(mis c 0uld be done either by removing the ink ba^ 

the ink bag whilestill within that ink c^^^^^^^^^: 
that is selectively engageable with the ink jet '*^.po*^fr^ bk ^^ u 
ink needle into the ink supply porto f the spent ink bag, and discharging ink from the spent ink 

only through the port with a specified quantity of ink. 

Schmidt differs from and so does not even suggest the claimed invention for a 
number of reasons. 
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S£hOid!teaohe i ,taki sre fiUedthroughd, e flllp< )r ,52 teco ,. „, Ulles ,. 5) 

-tad**!. ForftU^^^,,^^^^ lydis(iii8uishesover 

Schmidt . 

The Office Action at to to p of pa ge 3> ron ^ s aa( S£iMa 
discharging ink tom to spent bag through the port. However, the ponton of Schma, cited in 
.he Office Action „ nly describes to evacuation of gas front the ink cartridge prior to its Brst 
fl«ing with ink. -n^ is no mention of the dearing of remaining ink front a spent bag during 
refiling procedure. For this reason as weli the claimed invention patenfchiv disdnguishes 



the cited art. 



a 
over 



According to the OiBce Actio* Scjunid, teaches charging the evacuated bag 

teaches the refilUng is through the Sli port 52, no, the ink suppiv port (which, in Schratt would 
^^^W^^H,**^*,^,,^^^ Forth . s 
reason as well the claimed invention patently distinguishes over Scjmjjdt. 

A reference which does not identically disclose all the features of a claim cannot 

anticipate that claim. See M.P.E.P. § 213 1 



1 'Kin^^ 

(inwardly or ouhJardly) from the port 52 2 ^SZ^ °' 1*° p,Ug 54 wouId be moved 
thereafter be evacuated and fi£ KSjKw SEE J* 7*""* chambe ' can 
to the ink cartridge, not an ink suppiy por^ £e ^2,' ftaKJ! UndCrSt °° d the Sapply 20 r,;fers 
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Given the numerous differences between the cJaimed invention and Scfemi^t, 
Schmidt does not identically disclose all the features of the claimed invention. Accordingly, 
Schmidt does not anticipate or even suggest this invention. 

. ; As forciaim 11, claim 11 depends from and so incorporates by referen^^^ . 
■^"^t^^l^fr^^l^ claim 1, therefore 
*^^*lea^ 

In addition, as noted with regard to claim 2, Sclmiidt does not teach a discharging 
step as claimed. ^ si „ re ^ 

, perfonnmg^^ 

For all the foregoing reasons, favorable consideration and withdrawal of this 
rejection are respectfully requested. 

. Claims 3 and 12 have b^en rej 

byU.S.Pat e nt^ 

and submits the following arguments in support thereof. 

Applicants' invention, as set out in claim 3, involves a method of refilling an ink . 
bagforusemaninlcjet.ecorde^ 

initiaUyfflled with ink through a to 

initially fiHed The method includes the steps of providing an ink bag, the ink bag having a 

port selectively engageable with the ink jet recorder, positioning the ink bag, advancing a tip of 
aninkneedle.mtomeinteriorofmefle^ 

the second opening, and charging the ink bag only through the second opening with a specified 

quantity of ink. , 
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It is respectfully submitted that the Office Action does not accurately summarize 
the claimed invention. For example, the Office Acdonstates that claim 3 provides ,ste P o, 

Amendment submitted on October 7, 2003. 

- Wis rejection is aJso traversed on grounds the Office Action does not give proper 

i«o account the claim language characterizing me different openings of me ink bag 2 Even 

thetypes of chemicals used): Accordingly, AppHcants submit tha, ^ a^drtcccswy to take 
into account the struck aspects of ciaim 3 (in mis regard, Cairn 3 has been revised j. include 
^^l^mU^Mmt^ctc,^ When such stactu,^ aspects 
of the claim are taken into consideraiion, itis clear tha, claim 3 patemably distinguishes over :, 
Sd^sinceS^hasnosuchstmc^. Acc„ rf i„g,y, gch^ ^uld no. amicipa., 
or even suggest the invention now claimed. 

Refilling the ink bag through the ink supply port provides at least the following 
two benefits. First, refilling in this manner simplifies the construction of the ink reservoir, sine 
it is not necessary to provide a dedicated, additional refill port such as refill port 26 shown in 
Meflfc Second, by refilling through the ink supply port the undesirable introduction of air 
can be suppressed. 
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Claim 12 depends from and so incorporates by reference all the features of claim 
^^^ft^^^^^^^^ Claim 12 therefor, patentably 
distinguishes over Sche» at least for the same reasons as claim 3. 

Favorable consideration and wimdrawd 

requested. r - 

The Rejection Under 
35U.S.C.§ltM 

Claims 3, 4, 12 and 13 have been rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentableoverGermanPatentNo.3401 071 to Yoll^in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,359,356 
toEckhmd Applicanttespectfullytraverses^^ 
in support thereof. 

Claim 3 already has been summarized in coition with the rejection of that . 
claim under 35 U.S.C. § ^2(e), and so for the sake ofbievity that claim will not be summarized 
again. Rather, references is made to the foregoing discussion of claim3. 

the bag ma, is sealed after the j* bag is initially fllIed . «, memod mcmdes ^ ^ rf 
second opening tha, is an ink supply port sefcctivOy engagcable with an inkje, recorder. Other 

with a specified quantity of ink. 
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Before discussing the specifics of this faction, Applicants wish to point out that 
for clarity, and to avoid any mischaracterization, a complete English translation of Vpfe is 
being submitted by way of the following Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. It is 
-pectfully submitted that this complete translation supports the patentabUity of the claimed 
invention, as explained in detail below. 

' ^^-nitial^^ 
Reopening, ^^.y^^^,^^^^^^ 
invention which involving providing a spent ink bag having an ink supply port. 

The Examiner's reliance upon Ecklund also does not appear to be well-taken. 
Applicants respectfully submit that Ecklund teaches an ink jet tank structure in which a 
disposable fle ^^ Thebladderis 
diseased When ish^beenexhau^ 
no way suggestive of the invention as now claimed. 

It should be noted that where, as here, a reference is applied in a rejection based 
upon 35 U.S.C. § , 03, the teachings of that reference as a who, e must be considered, including 
portions of the ^ 

that is done here, Applicants submit that one skilled in the art seeking to improve upon methods 
for refilling reusable ink bags such as that of VpUert would not look to Ecklund, because 
mtMonly^s^^o^. Consequently, Ecklund is not part of the prior art that 
would be considered by one seeking to solve the problem, which the present invention 
overcomes. 

Even if EcHssd were considered, one skilled in the art only would c Mider 
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According,,, one skilIed ta ^ would 

new ink bag be placed into the shell of the ink cartridge. 

Applicants also respectfully traverse the justification in the Office Action for 

equiva.entu.abag^justoneopeni^hkevpjfert. AppHcants respecrfuHy submit tha, here 

would no, insider 4c two types of bags ,„ be e q „iva,en, . Vfe teaches a retlllable singfc. 
opening bag mean, to be used over a„i over, whereas fi** Caches a stagle-use two-opening 
bag to be discarded when exhausted. 

is no basis for combining the references. 

It shouid be noted that new claims 14 and 15, which correspond respectively to 
claims 3 and 4, specify that the first opening is formed by a part of the flexible bag portion and 

the cited references. 

Lastly, claims 12 and 13 depend, respectively, from claims 3 and 4, and so 
incorponue by reference al! the features of those base claims. Claims 12 and 13 therefore 
patentably over ^ ^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

for claims 3 and 4. 

For all the foregoing reasons, favorable consideration and withdrawal of this 
rejection are respectfully requested. 
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SUPPLEMENT A T mt^^ ^ 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure -der 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and pursuant to 
37C.F.R. § H. 97andl . 98 , AeEx ^ 

enclosed Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant form (PTO/SB/08A). 

^Supplemental 
Englisht^lationof^PatentPublication 

referencescitedandappliedintheoutstandingO^ 

be due. 

If, however, the Coruntissioner deems my fee )0 be dQe jn ^ 
^- ta ^» nrt!mS ^ ^^^^ 

fee to. Deposit Account 19-4709. 

Itis respectfully guested m Jhe above infection be considered by fte 
& ™«^°c°Pyoffteencl„^ , 
(PTO/SB/08A) be returned Moating tha, such unWtion has been considered. 

CONCLiismm 

Applicant respect submits that ai! outstondiug ejections have been addressed 
andarenowovercome. Applicant ftrtersubnuts fta, .„ copending in this application a« 
patentableoverthepriorart. Reconsideration and withdrawal of those rejections is respectfully 

requested. 

Otter than the fee for the required Petition for Extension ofTimeandtnefeefor 
newcl^s l 4and 15 , a ofeesa re bc I ieved.ohcduei„ti,isapp,ica,ion. Never.he.ess.fte 
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Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees that are now or hereafter required for the 
prosecution of this application to deposit account no. 19-4709. 

Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of this application is respectfully 
requested. In the event that there at, any questions, or should additional information be required, 
please do not hesitate to contact Applicant's attorney at the number listed below. . 

Respectfully submitted, 




David L. Schaeffer 
Registration No. 32,716 
Attorney for Applicant 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 
180 Maiden Lane 
New York, New York 10038 
212-806-5400 
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